
 
 

STUDY GUIDE        August 4, 2024 
 

Message Series:   That’s So Metal 
Message Title:     A Faith that Lasts  
Teaching Pastor:  Brian Hughes 

 
 
 
Warm-up/Icebreaker: (10 min.) 

Do you consider yourself a good negotiator? Describe a time when you made a foolish (or 
wise) purchase? 

Pray: 

Dear Lord, we praise You for Who You are, that You are all-knowing, all-powerful, loving and 
good. We thank You for loving us and for wanting to be in relationship with us. Quiet our 
hearts so that we can hear clearly from You and learn everything You want to teach us about 
our relationship with You and each other. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

Get Started: (30 min.) 

• Have you ever felt like God has abandoned or betrayed you?  

Read Matthew 26:14-16. 

“I think Judas made a deal with Jesus that Jesus never agreed to. So, when things didn’t 
work out the way Judas thought, he felt like Jesus hadn’t kept up his end of a bargain Jesus 
never made, and Judas walked away, ironically, feeling betrayed but doing the betraying.   
Some of us have done the same thing. Because we think we have an arrangement with God 
that God never signed up for.” -Pastor Brian Hughes 

• Have you ever considered that your expectations of God could be misguided? 

Read John 16:33 & Read James 1:2-4,12. 

• How do these verses help increase your understanding of Jesus and of life itself? 

Read 1 Peter 4:12, 1 Peter 1:6-7.  

• What is your immediate reaction when you go through a trial? How do you respond to 
God? Do you ever rejoice in the trials?  

Watch and Discuss Video: (No follow-up video in the summer) 

 

 

 



 

 
Reflect and Commit: (30 min.)   

“The dividing line between long term faithfulness and fleeting moments of faith is found in 
right expectations. This is the truth that you won’t hear in many places. Because God doesn’t 
exist just to make you happy or comfortable or rich. And a whole lot of people walk away 
from faith not because they don't want to believe or didn’t used to believe, but because they 
believed in something that wasn’t.”-Pastor Brian Hughes 

• Do you know someone who has walked away from faith because of the wrong 
expectations? On the opposite note, who has modeled a strong faith in your life? 

Read 8:28. 

• What does this verse reveal about God? Who does this verse apply to?  

Read Romans 5:1-8. 

• Paul’s hope is not a speculative thing, but a joyful expectation. Why? How is Christian 
hope different from the way most people think of hope? 

“You can count on God for his presence in your life, because he said he would never leave 
us or forsake us. You can count on God for his direction for your life, because Jesus assured 
us that we could know his voice, speaking to us through our seeking Him. You can count on 
God for victory over trouble, pain, disease and death, because God promises that he’s bigger 
than those things.  But we need to settle on this truth:  we live in a broken world that won’t be 
set completely right on this side of heaven.  Our side of the contract is faithfulness no matter 
what. Come what may…. 

If you’re here today wondering how you can get close with God, and wondering if you ever 
can, I’m here today to tell you that you came to the right place. You can be one of us, broken 
like the rest of us, relying on God for what God promised and nothing that he didn’t. And in 
that way you can find solid faith that can last.” -Pastor Brian Hughes 

• What is one way you can increase your faith and hope this week? 

Gather prayer requests and pray. (5-10 min.) 

Pray: 

Dear Heavenly Father, thank You that it is Your desire that we know You more deeply, and 
understand how we can grow in faith through life’s challenging circumstances. We pray for 
guidance, peace and patience as we acknowledge that You are at work even when we 
cannot see or feel it. Help us to persevere through our trials so that we are refined resulting 
in a strong faith that’s more precious than gold  It’s in Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 


