
 
 
STUDY GUIDE       October 15, 2023 
 

  Message Series:    At the Movies 
Message Title:       We Need Each Other 
Teaching Pastor:   Angie Frame 

 
 

 
Warm-up/Icebreaker: (10 min.) 
 
Who is your favorite animal character from a movie? How does that animal interact with other 
characters? 

 
Pray:  
Dear Lord, thank You for helping us create a space for leaning into Your teachings. It is our hope 
that we continue to walk so closely with You and that we bear Your image well. We know we are 
called to love You and to love others. Help us to learn how to do that not just with words and 
knowledge, but in action and truth. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Get Started: (15 min.) 
 
“Jesus is the example for us in all things, but especially in these sorts of interpersonal situations.  He accepts 
all of us. The perfect, holy, Son of God accepts all of us imperfect, weak, sons and daughters of humans. He 
doesn’t accept us because we’re like him or we’re good enough, because we’re neither. Not even close. 
Instead, he does for us, what we are to do for others.  He’s the strong one who bears with the failings that 
come from our weak attempts, weak minds, weak bodies, weak wills. He doesn’t do that to please himself, 
but to build us up and give us the chance to live the lives he wants for us.” - Pastor Angie Frame 
 
Read 1 Peter 3:8-11. 

 
• Who do you know that this scripture describes? How have they made an impact on you? 

 
• When are you tempted to return evil with evil and insult with insult? Why? If comfortable, 

share a life example. 
 

• What response could you use when you are mistreated or insulted? 

Watch and Discuss Video (running time 8:10 minutes, 15 minute discussion) 
 

• Can you relate to Otto and Pastor Angie in that you are a rule maker and enforcer?  
Or are you more of a rule breaker? Share an example of how this plays out in your life. 
 

• What are some of the rules, silly or not, that you follow in your home? At work? Or what 
rules would you like to see created and enforced? 
 

Read Ephesians 4:2-3. 
 

• Describe what it looks like for you personally to bear with another in love? 
 

Read Romans 12:10. 
 

• What does it look like to outdo each other in showing honor? 
 
 
 



 
Reflect and Commit: (20 min.) 
 

“Endurance is required for all relationships. If they were fleeting, short bursts of doing things we love to do 
with people we enjoy being around, then relationships would be easy. But we all know that’s not what 
relationships are, or what we want them to be.  We want lasting, long marathons of relationships doing some 
things we love to do, but they’ll also inevitably involve doing lots of mundane things, and even a few things 
that we detest but just must be done. And we want to have them with people who we do enjoy being 
around—sometimes, but who we also get annoyed with, and tired of, and exasperated by at times, too. 
Because we know that sometimes we are the ones who are annoying, exhausting, and exasperating, right?” 
- Pastor Angie Frame 
 
Read Romans 15:1-7. 
 

• When you hear the word “endurance” within this context, what example comes to mind 
from your life experiences? 
 

• How does the way we treat one another in disputable matters contribute to our endurance 
in faith? 
 

• What is one way you can grow in your “welcome” this week? 
 
SENSITIVE TOPIC: 
 
“Otto hasn’t always been a grumpy old man.  I’m not even sure that’s the best description of him now.  He’s 
been a depressed, hopeless old man, because he lost his reason for living–his beloved wife, Sonya.  The 
despair has been so great that he just wants to be with her, which is a soft way of saying that he has been 
planning his own death.  In fact, throughout the movie, he attempts to take his life four times. 
 

Some of you know that pain–when the absence of your person is so absolutely overwhelming that you just 
want it to stop. And some of you know the pain of loving someone who takes their life. If you’ve been thinking 
about it yourself or you’ve loved someone who has, then I hope you’ve gotten help, because you can’t go 
through that devastation alone.  If we can help point you in the direction of professionals who can guide you 
to work through that, then let us know. Because suicide is never the answer, and when you get in a place 
where you’re thinking it is, then you’re not in a good place.  You absolutely should not be alone.  Raise your 
hand; speak up; reach out. That’s when you need people the most. They can get you help, and they can 
remind you that you do have reasons for living.” - Pastor Angie Frame 
 

• Can you relate to this situation? How can we help?  
 

• How has this movie “A Man Called Otto” impacted you? 

 
Gather prayer requests and pray. (5-10 min.)  
 
Pray: 
Dear Lord, help us to look not only to our own interests, but also to the interests of others. Help us 
to bear each other’s burdens as You have called us to do without hesitation. Increase our level of 
endurance and encouragement, grace and compassion, mercy and love, toward others who need 
to be welcomed. Thank You Lord that You help us to understand that we really do need each 
other. It’s in the name of Jesus that we pray. Amen.   

 
Suggestion: Watch the full movie “A Man Called Otto.” 

  

  
 
 


