
 
 
STUDY GUIDE        August 27, 2023 
 

  Message Series:    Road Trip 
Message Title:       The Desert Road 
Teaching Pastor:   Tanner Iglio 

 
 

 
Warm-up/Icebreaker: (10 min.) 
What has been your experience with a desert? 

Pray:  
Heavenly Father, we praise You for Who You are - all knowing, all powerful, loving, and perfect in 
all Your ways. Thank You for loving us unconditionally, whether we get it right or whether we fall 
short. Help us to hear from You today and to be changed as a result. Guide and direct our 
conversation with the truth of Your Word. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

Get Started: (10 min.) 

• What would you like to be known or remembered for? 
 

• Do you consider yourself to be a bystander or an active participant? Explain your response. 

“So, we can and should want to avoid being bystanders and if that’s the case… When GOD speaks: WE 
need to move. Viktor Frankl, a well known author once said, ‘Between stimulus and response there is a 
space. In that space is our power to choose our response. In our response lies our growth and our freedom.’ 
God will speak to you and call you, often towards something that you aren’t totally comfortable with, but He 
isn’t going to force you to accept. You have the power to choose whether you will trust and follow Him or not. 
If you do, you will find growth and freedom. Not just for you, but for people all around you.” -  Pastor Tanner 
Iglio 

• Have you ever had an experience where God called you or moved you toward something 
you weren’t totally comfortable with? What was the situation and what was your response? 

Read Genesis 12:1-4, Genesis 6:13-14 and 22, and 1 Samuel 3:10. 

• What did Abraham, Noah and Samuel all have in common in terms of their response to 
God? 
 

• Do you feel like you respond similarly or that you’re more hesitant or resistant?  

“We all love clear direction and easy wins, right? I don’t know about you, but that has not been my 
experience. So how do we approach God’s calling in our lives and avoid becoming bystanders even when 
we don’t see a clear path in front of us or we know the direction we’re supposed to be going, but have grown 
weary of the journey? Well, when we are moving, we need to stay engaged. ” -  Pastor Tanner Iglio 

• What are some ways to stay engaged with God? List as many as you can think of. 
 

“When we are engaged with God, we need to be prepared. If you engage with God and listen for His 
voice. He will lead you to encounters with people who want and need to know who God is and what He can 
do for them. Phillip was able to tell this person about the history of God’s people and their battle with sin and 
God’s incredible rescue plan and what Jesus had done on the cross and what He could do as the living God 
in his life because Phillip was always working to be prepared for this moment. ” -  Pastor Tanner Iglio 

 

 



 

• What are some ways to be prepared for whatever God is asking of you?  

Read 2 Timothy 4:2-5. 

• What do you think this verse means by in season or out? 

 
Watch and Discuss Video (running time 7:20 minutes, 15 minute discussion) 
 
Three Steps to turning inward practices to outward action: 
 

1. Acknowledge and engage people, welcome them and open up. In order to influence 
people, we have to be where they are.  
 

2. Understand people. Listen to them. Consider what experiences they had that have 
shaped their heart. 
 

3. Share the Good News of Jesus. Talk with authenticity about what Jesus has done for 
you. Share so others have hope too.  You may be the only representation of Jesus to them. 

 
• Which step really stood out to you and why? 

 
Read Acts 8:26-35. 

 
• How did Philip present the good news about Jesus? 

 
Reflect and Commit: (20 min.) 
 
“The truth is that if Philip had allowed himself to be a bystander and gave up his influence… If we make the 
choice to do that… We can hurt the people around us. Not only that, but we are missing the chance to have 
an encounter with Jesus ourselves. I’m convinced that God would have moved to meet the Ethiopian 
regardless of Philip’s involvement in some other circumstance at some point because He loved him, but 
Philip would have missed out. He would have missed a chance to see God move in a way that shaped his 
own life even more. He would have missed a chance to see, again, that God had moved and was still 
moving all around him. So don’t let yourself be a bystander. Don’t miss your chance to influence others by 
showing them what it has meant for you to be influenced by Jesus. That means living like you aren’t held 
down by the empty pursuits and mistakes of your past because He has made you free! It means living 
without shame for the way He has transformed you! It means living like you know His power has shaped 
your life and it can shape the lives of others! God IS moving all around us, and the best part is… He is calling 
us to be a part of it.” -  Pastor Tanner Iglio 

 
• How can you show others what it has meant for you to be influenced by Jesus?  

Gather prayer requests and pray. (5-10 min.)  

Pray: Lord, we acknowledge that You have called us to be active participants in Your plan and not 
bystanders. Help us to move when You speak, to stay engaged, and to always be prepared to do 
whatever You call us to do, whenever You call us to do it. We know we can do nothing apart from 
You, so we ask for Your Spirit to equip and enable us to move. We trust in Your grace and love, 
power and strength to work through us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


