STUDY GUIDE May 28, 2023

Message Series: SWAG
Message Title: You Have Power
Teaching Pastor: Bryan Pope

Warm-up/Icebreaker: (10 min).

Share a time when you overestimated your ability to do something and it resulted in an epic failure.
Or a time where you thought you couldn’t do something but then you were able to.

Pray:

Dear Lord, We praise You for Who You are - our perfect and loving Heavenly Father. We are so grateful for
the gift of Your Son Jesus, who made a way for the forgiveness of our sins, for the Holy Spirit, who teaches
and guides us, for Your Word that is Truth, and for the promise of eternal life with You. Help us put aside
everything that would pull us away from You and to lean into all that You have for us right now. Thank You
that You hear and will answer this prayer. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Get Started: (20 min.)

e Think for just a moment about God’s power. Name some things that demonstrate His
power. List as many as you can think of.

Read Isaiah 40:26, & Psalm 139:13-14.

“His power breathed physical life into our bodies, delivered us into this world, fearfully and
wonderfully made. So God’s power creates the vastness of the heavens and the earth, it creates
every detail of who we are before we are born, and his power saves us. In the most loving act ever
God emptied himself of all of that power to come and be with us. God poured himself into human
form as Jesus to be born, to grow up, to sacrifice himself for the sin of the world, and in his power
he was resurrected, defeating death. And as believers in Jesus we are afforded something
unprecedented, not just the ability to live in awe of that power but to have access to —the power
of God in us.” — Pastor Bryan Pope

e How do you think someone might have access to God’s power in them?
o Have you ever experienced the power of God at work in you? Share briefly.
Read 1 Chronicles 29:11-13.
o Whatis the impact of King David’s prayer on you as you read it?
Watch and Discuss Video (running time 10 minutes, 20 minute discussion)
Pastor Bryan shared three important ways to get plugged into the power that God has for us.
1. We must yield to Him.
g. We must have a rhythm of rest.

We must stay connected to Him.

e Which one of these does God want you to focus on the most at this time?



Read John 14:12-14 & John 15:4-8.
o What do you think Jesus means by “even greater things?”

e How do the verses in John 15 affect your faith and understanding of His power at work in
you?

Reflect and Commit: (20 min.)

“We serve the God of the impossible, and the power that lives through him is available to us. So
the real question is what will we do about it? Maybe the better question is what would the world be
like if we stopped seeing our weaknesses and our limitations and began to see the possibilities
through the lens of heaven’s power? | believe it would change everything, | believe it would upend
the very way we see the world around us and the people around us. | believe that in our wildest
imagination we could not comprehend how utterly peaceful life could be regardless of our
circumstances.” - Pastor Bryan Pope

Read 2 Corinthians 12:9, 2 Corinthians 13:4, Romans 6:10-11.
 How can we approach our weaknesses given these verses?

e Why do you think God makes His power available to us? What do you think He wants us to
do with it?

« How might you see possibilities through the lens of heaven’s power?

“In our generation, you and | are the recipients of God’s power. The product of the immeasurably
more that our predecessors could ever imagine. So let's not let that be lost on us. God is always
moving and he wants us moving with him. Whatever we are facing he wants us to know all we
need is right here in us. And as he changes us from the inside out with that power, we start to use
it to change the world around us. When we grow in God his power grows in us. The same power
that creates, gives life, the power that saved can save us still moves mountains and makes the
impossible possible. Both in us and through us.” - Pastor Bryan Pope

Gather prayer requests and pray. (5-10 min.)
Pray:

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. Everything in
the heavens and on earth is yours, O LORD, and this is your kingdom. You desire for us to partner
with You so You have given us Your power to do even greater things. Help us to understand how
this power is made perfect in weakness. Show us how to impact others with this gift. You are
always giving life, moving mountains, changing us, and making the impossible possible, doing
immeasurably more than all we could ask, think or imagine. We pray all these things through
Christ’'s name, Jesus. Amen.



