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Warm-up/Icebreaker:
Share a story when you were out of cash and in a sticky situation?

In a pretend silent auction, which of the following items would you fight to win the bid on?

Four front row tickets to that concert of a lifetime

A new ride, sleek, fast, hot and sure to impress

A closet full of the latest fashions, all a perfect fit

Two weeks for you and a guest at an all-inclusive private beach resort
Brand new iPhone and all the accessories

A new made-to-order laptop with all the bells and whistles

A free movie pass that is good for life and with no limits
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Dear Lord, we know that the earth is Yours and everything in it, the world and all who live in it.
Please prepare our hearts to receive Your instruction. Increase our gratitude and help us to
learn contentment and transform us into good stewards. We are in great need of Your
guidance. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Get Started:
What lessons about money did you learn from your parents?
What does the word “money” conjure up for you?

“I know some of us want to avoid this subject, but money has immense power in our lives and in
our world. It's why Jesus spoke more about money than heaven and hell

combined. Seriously. It's why there are over 2,000 verses in the Bible that are about

money. So we can’t ignore this topic and we shouldn’t want to. Because money isn’t evil unless
we love it. It's good as long as it serves us, not the other way around." — Pastor Brian Hughes

Read 1 Timothy 6:6-10.

e What did Paul identify as the path to great gain?

o What language did Paul use to describe the drive and desire to constantly acquire
more? |s this a problem you treat as seriously as Paul did? Why or why not?

e How have you seen money be a destructive force in your life or in the lives of those you
know?

Watch and Discuss Video: (running time 12:30 minutes)

"Money is a tool that God uses to accomplish His purpose through you and me." - Pastor Brian
Hughes



Read Matthew 25:14-30.

e What is this parable about? What do the various symbols or people in the parable
represent?

o Why does the master give different amounts instead of the same amount to each
person? How should you react if you are given more? How should you react if you are
given less?

o What financial advice is implied in this parable; in other words how would you apply this
story to your life?

Reflect and Commit:

"Part of good stewardship of what God is entrusting to you, part of wise living, part of creating
margin and lowering stress and anxiety, part of being able to weather the storm that is coming -
| don’t know when or what that will be, but that’s life - another storm IS coming - part of being
able to do all of that is not to be foolish and wasteful, consuming all that comes in, but creating
margin by having an outflow faucet that is adjusted so that it's flowing LESS than the inflow
faucet. That’s wise living." - Pastor Brian Hughes

Read Matthew 6:19-24 and 1Timothy 6:17-19.

e What a few ways you could simplify your standard of living to reach greater contentment
in God?

Pray:

Dear Lord, help us to stop fighting for ownership once and for all - knowing that You own it all,
even our money. Help us see our finances as a tool that You have entrusted to us to use for
Your purposes. Help us to stop wasting and start filling the tank. Please give us the satisfaction
of knowing that You are going to do something amazing through our faithfulness. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.



